
Language Assignment 4
(Morpho-)phonological Processes
Due: 9:00 am, Wednesday, June 17, 2015

For this assignment, you will present two phonological or morphophonological processes in your as-
signed language. The grammar of your language is the first place to look for this information, but if you
have articles about its phonetics or phonology, those could be useful too. The assignment must be turned
in on paper, typed.

For each of the two processes, you should provide:

1. numbered examples that illustrate the phenomenon and

2. a prose discussion of:

(a) what the process is (e.g., “final obstruent devoicing”),
(b) what phonemes it applies to (and in which morphemes, if it is allomorphy rather than a general

phonological process that across the board), and
(c) in what conditioning environments it applies (these could be phonological, morphological, or

even syntactic).

Some additional pointers:
· Each data point should be presented in its (i) /underlying/ and (ii) [surface] forms (both in IPA), along

with (iii) an ‘English gloss’ and (iv) a citation that includes the page number (and example number,
if applicable).

· If the forms are not very morphologically complex (or the morpheme breakdown is not relevant to
the process), then it probably makes sense to arrange these four components as columns in a table.

· If it helps to understand the process if you see all the morpheme boundaries, you should consider
putting your examples in an interlinear glossing format. See Macaulay 2011: 59–61 for more details
about this, and you should follow the Leipzig Glossing Rules, which are posted in the Resources area
of Classesv*2.

· Your example numbering should be formatted and referenced in the text as described in Macaulay
2011: 58–62.

· You may use ungrammatical examples to help you describe the process, but don’t construct these
yourself. Only use examples that are in your sources (you may need to transcribe them into IPA if
they are given in a non-IPA transcription system in your source).

· You do not have to come to the same conclusion as the author of your source about what is going on
in the phenomenon, but regardless, you should signal clearly what analytical ideas are theirs (and
which are yours, if you present some of your own).

· If you have any doubts or questions about how to do this, please post on the forums or come to see
me during office hours.
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