
Language Assignment 5
Word Order

Due: 9:00 am, Monday, June 22, 2015

For this assignment, you will discuss the basic word order in your assigned language. The grammar of
your language is the first place to look for this information, but if you have articles about its syntax, those
could be useful too. The assignment must be turned in on paper, typed. There is no length limit, but you
should be as concise as possible while still answering the prompts completely.

You must address the following questions, providing examples to support your conclusions:
• In terms of subject, verb, and (direct) object, what is the most commonly found word order in a

discourse-neutral declarative context? (e.g., SVO, SOV, VSO, OVS, etc.)
• Is your language head-final or head-initial within the VP (Verb Phrase)? (The answer to this should

follow from the answer to the previous question. For example, an SVO language like English is
head-initial in the VP because the verb precedes the direct object.)

In addition, you should address the question ofwhether the language is head-initial or head-final within
at least two of the following domains, again providing examples to support your conclusions:
• The DP (Determiner Phrase). In other words, do NPs (Noun Phrases) follow determiners (head-

initial) or precede them (head-final)?
• The PP (Post-/Prepositional Phrase). In other words, does the language have prepositions (head-

initial) or postpositions (head-final)?
• The IP (Inflectional Phrase). In other words, do auxiliaries precede the VP (head-initial) or follow it

(head-final)?
• The CP (Complementizer Phrase). In other words, in an embedded declarative clause with an overt

complementizer, does the complementizer precede the embedded clause (head-initial) or follow it
(head-final)?

You should conclude with an overall discussion of whether your language can be said to be head-
initial or head-final across all phrases.

Some additional pointers:
· Your example numbers should be formatted and referenced in the text as described in Macaulay

2011: 58–62.
· Each example sentence should be glossed in an interlinear format. See Macaulay 2011: 59–61 for

more details about this, and you should follow the Leipzig Glossing Rules, which are posted in the
Resources area of Classesv*2.

· Each example should include a citation to the page number (and example number, if applicable) in
the source.

· If your source(s) use a practical orthography, you may use that instead of converting into the IPA.
· You are not required to provide trees or bracketed structures equivalent to trees, but you may find

that these aid your exposition. They should be placed in numbered examples.
· You may use ungrammatical examples to help you describe the pattern, but don’t construct these

yourself. Only use examples that are in your sources.
· You do not have to come to the same conclusion as the author of your source about what is going

on in terms of word order, but regardless, you should signal clearly what analytical ideas are theirs
(and which are yours, if you present some of your own).
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