
Language Assignment 6
Something Cool

Due: 9:00 am, Friday, June 26, 2015

For this assignment, you will discuss one grammatical phenomenon in your language that you find
particularly interesting. The grammar of your language is the first place to look for this information, but if
you have articles that analyze grammatical phenomena, those would be useful too. The assignment must
be turned in on paper, typed. There is no length limit, but you should be as concise and clear as possible.

You may choose any phonological, morphological, syntactic, or semantic phenomenon (i.e., construc-
tion, process, pattern, property, etc.) that you have not discussed in a prior assignment. You should explain
the phenomenon and illustrate it with numbered examples.

· Your example numbers should be formatted and referenced in the text as described in Macaulay
2011: 58–62.

· If you are discussing a phonological phenomenon (or a morphological phenomenon that involves
phonological alternations), you should present all data (whether underlying or surface forms) in the
IPA. Underlying forms should be between /slashes/ and surface forms should be between [brackets].

· If you are discussing a syntactic or semantic phenomenon (or a morphological phenomenon that
does not involve phonological alternations) and your source(s) use a practical orthography, you
may use that instead of converting into the IPA.

· If your examples are sentences (or words whose morphological breakdown is relevant), you should
provide interlinear glossing. See Macaulay 2011: 59–61 for more details about this, and you should
follow the Leipzig Glossing Rules, which are posted in the Resources area of Classesv*2.

· Each example should include a citation to the page number (and example number, if applicable) in
the source.

· You may use ungrammatical examples to help you describe the pattern, but don’t construct these
yourself. Only use examples that are in your sources.

· You do not have to come to the same conclusion as the author of your source about what is going
on in terms of word order, but regardless, you should signal clearly what analytical ideas are theirs
(and which are yours, if you present some of your own).

References

Macaulay, Monica. 2011. Surviving linguistics: A guide for graduate students. 2nd edn. Somerville, MA: Cas-
cadilla Press.

ling s110: Intro to Linguistics 1 of 1 Jason Zentz, Yale University


